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Introduction
2

This Field Guide documents the Moore College of Art & Design course 

Beyond Green: Art and Sustainability (FA225) course held on campus in 

Philadelphia and online in Spring 2020. The students in the class included 

undergraduate students including Aly Cattlett, Kyleigh Cooper, Shannon 

Ferrari, Sophia Gerbracht, Mckenzie Given, Leeanna Izquierdo, Jaidy 

Lopez Batista, Eden Sakal, Lily Scharff, Victoria Schoellhammer, and Cam 

Schraner.  

The intention of the class was to offer students an introduction to a wide 

range of topics including water, waste, climate change, time, walking, 

embodiment, public policy, globalization, place-based practice, non-human 

experience and do so through hands-on explorations across media including 

performance, participatory art, creative writing, illustration, and sculpture. 

In our early class meetings we used a few texts and videos to prompt 

discussion. Some will be referenced throughout this Field Guide but on the 

irst class meeting when discussing our course vocabulary and community 
agreements, we watched the video “A Message From The Future” by 

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, Naomi Klein and illustrated by Molly Crabapple 

(The Intercept, 2019), and read an excerpt of “Farther, Faster, Together: 

How Arts and Culture Can Accelerate Environmental Progress” (Creative 

Placemaking Fieldscan #4: Environment and Energy, ArtPlace America, 

February, 2018) and an excerpt of “Braiding Sweetgrass” by Robin Wall 

Kimmerer (excerpts taken from Lapham’s Quarterly “Climate” issue Fall 2019 

Vol XII, No4). These texts gave a foundation to our exploration. 

 

The course included a collaboration with Moore’s neighbors at the 

Academy of Natural Sciences and expose students to a range of real-world 

experiences and meetings with artists and organizers from organizations 

such as the Alliance for Watershed Education of the Delaware River’s work 

with artist Sarah Kavage, Mural Arts Philadelphia’s Trash Academy, the 

University of Pennsylvania’s Materials Library and their Common Press 

exhibition of Just Seeds artwork, among others. Visits to Schuylkill Center 

for Environmental Education, McHarg Center for Urbanism & Ecology, The 

Print Center, and RAIR Philly were canceled due to the COVID-19 Pandemic 

which required all courses in the school to be moved online. Throughout the 

course students contributed assignments in a format that would lead to the 

creation of a collaborative class ield guide, which you hold in your hands. 

 -Daniel Tucker, Assistant Professor and Graduate Program Director in 

Socially-Engaged Art, Moore College of Art & Design (June, 2020)
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Phrag-Fest 

with Sarah Kavage

4

On January 27th, 2020 the Socially-Engaged Art graduate program at 

Moore hosted a Conversation@Moore lecture and discussion by artists 

Ernesto Pujol and Sarah Kavage and landscape architect Anuradha Mathur. 

The program was held as a public launch event for Kavage’s multi-year 

public art project commissioned by the Alliance for Watershed Education 

of the Delaware River. As part of that work, Kavage held several weeks of 

public Phragmites harvesting activities under the name “Phrag-Fest.” On 

February 3, 2020 our class visited with Kavage and participated in cutting 

and preparing Phragmites reeds to be dried as an essential step in Kavage’s 

work to make biodegradable sculptures out of materials found along the 

Delaware River watershed. We joined Kavage and her team for a day of 

“Phrag-Fest” at John Heinz National Wildlife Refuge at Tinicum, in southwest 

Philadelphia. 

Group photo after harvesting with Sarah Kavage





Seeing Like Non-Humans
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This ield guide documents the Beyond Green: Art and Sustainability (FA225) 
course in Spring 2020. The students in the class included undergraduate 
students from several departments at Moore College of Art & Design in 
Philadelphia (USA), including Alyson Cattlett, Kyleigh Cooper, Shannon 
Ferrari, Sophia Gerbracht, Mckenzie Given, Leeanna Izquierdo, Jaidy 
Lopez Batista, J Eden Sakal, Lily Scharff, Victoria Schoellhammer, and Cam 
Schraner.  

The intention of the class was to offer students an introduction to a wide 
range of topics including water, waste, climate change, time, walking/
embodiment, public policy, globalization, place-based practice, non-human 
experience and do so through the  hands-on explorations across media 
including performance, participatory art, creative writing, drawing/illustration, 
and sculpture. In our early class meetings we used a few texts and videos 
to prompt discussion. Some will be referenced throughout but on the irst 
class meeting when discussing our course vocabulary and community 
agreements, we watched the video “A Message From The Future” Text by 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, Naomi Klein and illustrated by Molly Crabapple 
(The Intercept, 2019), and read an excerpt of “Farther, Faster, Together: 
How Arts and Culture Can Accelerate Environmental Progress” (Creative 
Placemaking Fieldscan #4: Environment and Energy, ArtPlace America, 
February, 2018) and an excerpt of “Braiding Sweetgrass” by Robin Wall 
Kimmerer Excerpts taken from Lapham’s Quarterly “Climate” issue Fall 2019 
(Vol XII, No4). 
 

The course included a collaboration with Moore’s neighbors at the 
Academy of Natural Sciences and expose students to a range of real-world 
experiences and meetings with artists and organizers from organizations 
such as the Alliance for Watershed Education of the Delaware River’s work 
with artist Sarah Kavage, Mural Arts Philadelphia’s Trash Academy, the 
University of Pennsylvania’s Materials Library and their Common Press 
exhibition of Just Seeds artwork, among others. Visits to Schuylkill Center for 
Environmental Education, McHarg Center for Urbanism & Ecology, The Print 
Center, RAIR Philly were canceled due to the COVID-19 Pandemic which 
required all courses in the school to be moved online. Throughout the course 
students contributed assignments in a format that would lead to the creation 
of a collaborative class ield guide, which you hold in your hands. 

-Daniel Tucker, Assistant Professor and Graduate Program Director in 
Socially-Engaged Art, Moore College of Art & Design (June, 2020)





Waste Stream Intervention
8

Moore alumni Aubrie Costello reached out to several instructors at Moore 

in early 2020 to see if anyone had any use at the school for a large amount 

of packing tape. For a class focused on how artists can engage ecological 

questions, the issue of working with materials that are dificult or impossible 
to recycle is an interesting one. On February 3, 2020 our class went from 

“Phrag-Fest” at Tinicum to the Navy Yard to meet with Group X to select 
material we would like to recycle from a recent art installation “Tape PHL: 

Enter The Cocoon” by design collective Numen/For Use (Sven Jonke, 

Christoph Katzler and Nikola Radeljković). The project created an impressive 
weight-bearing structure from packing tape but the work was complete and 

the material needed a new home. Students examined the installation and 

brainstormed about pieces they would like to work with. Over the next few 

weeks the material was transported to Moore and students developed quick 

projects using the tape on the theme of “utility.”

While students worked in the studio on this assignment, we screened video 

works including The Hidden Life of Garbage by Heather Rogers, Isle of 

Flowers (Ilha das Flores) by Jorge Furtado (1989) (from Disruptive Film dvd 

series), and Waste Land (2010) by Lucy Walker on the work of artist Vik 

Muniz. We also had discussions about other artworks using tape such as 

Drifters Project by Pam Longobardi and the evolution of the material of tape 

from “Pressure-sensitive adhesive” irst developed in 1845 by Dr. Horace 
Day, and the PVC material we used today - with increased prevalence due to 

the expansion of the shipping and logistics industry. 
Group X site visit at the Navy Yard





Photos by Leeanna Izquierdo
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Seeing Like Non-Humans

Waste Stream Intervention artwork

Left: Kenzie Given; 

Right: Aly Cattlett
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Trash Academy
14

On February 24, 2020 our class was visited by Shari Hersh, Breyelle 

Gupton, Ron Whyte, and Merletta Matthews from Mural Arts Philadelphia’s 

“Trash Academy.” The group gave us a lecture on the topic of Environmental 

Justice and walked us through an “implosion” exercise used to examine 

the networks that are used to produce everyday materials such as the 

disposable coffee cup. 

The activity was adapted from one proposed by theorist Donna Haraway, 

who writes about the method by saying: 

“I have taught a course called Science and Politics for a number of years 

and one year in particular, it was very early in the morning, a big lecture 

class at 8:00am. To get to the lecture hall we all passed this little shop that 

sold good coffee and chocolate croissants. … And just as a way of waking 

up in the morning, I would ask people to unpack objects, to take a chocolate 

croissant and lead me through lour and chocolate and butter and sugar and 
coffee and connect us to world histories that way. I would ask people to pick 

an object, the T-shirt that the person sitting next to them was wearing, what 

was printed on it, the label, the very fact of labeling, the ibre composition. 
If it’s got polyester, then take me through the history of Purity Hall and 

research labs at Du Pont; you know, back me up into nitrogen chemistry. If 

it’s cotton, then back me into pesticides and the California water projects and 

where cotton is grown and the length of the ibre and what about what you 
are wearing on your chest? I would ask people, as a way of talking about 

science and politics, to take a pencil, a piece of paper, the architecture of the 

lecture hall that you walked past; pick something and get the class started by 

giving me an account of it.” (Donna Haraway, in Live Theory)





Jaidy Lopez Batista
16



Trash Academy visits Moore



Justseeds at the Common 

Press & Materials Library 

Left: Materials Library show-n-tell

Right: Roundtable with Josh MacPhee

Next page: Kyleigh Cooper
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On February 10, we visited the University of Pennsylvania to visit the 

Common Press, a print center at the Fisher Fine Arts Library presenting the 

exhibition “We Are The Storm” posters about climate justice. The curator 

Josh MacPhee (Justseeds) and the director Mary Tasillo (Common Press) 

met with the class to discuss issues that emerge in visually representing 

climate change. 

This discussion grew out of two readings we did in advance of the ieldtrip, 
which included Victor Margolin’s “Relections on Art and Sustainability” 
(from Stephanie Smith’s “Beyond Green: Toward a Sustainable Art”, 2005, 

pp 20-29) and “Archives of the Present Future: On Climate Change and 

Representational Breakdown” by Emily Eliza Scott (Avery Review/Columbia 

GSAPP, 2016). 

Following the discussion, we met with Elizabeth Beck and Christal Springer 

at the Materials Library also housed in the ine arts library building, where 
materials had been pulled for us to peruse including a range of ecologically-

sensitive materials made from recycled and biodegradable materials. 





Seeing Like Non-Humans

Bottom Left: 

Victoria Schoellhammer’s animation 

of a tree experiencing weather;

Right: Painting by Lily Scharff

20

This assignment asked students to create a project based on animal/plant/

material that considers what the non-human life is like - with a speciic focus 
on vision/visual experience.

In preparation for this assignment we discussed two essays: “From Dead 

Meat to Glow-In-The-Dark Bunnies: The Animal Question in Contemporary 

Art” by Cary Wolfe (“What is Posthumanism”, University of Minnesota 

Press, 2010) and “A Fish-Eye Episteme” By Macarena Gómez-Barris (Ch4 

from “The Extractive Zone: Social Ecologies and Decolonial Perspectives”, 

Duke University Press, 2017). The writing focuses on the artists Sue Coe, 

Eduardo Kac, and Carolina Caycedo. Additionally, we took an initial trip to 

the Academy of Natural Sciences to see the dioramas there for preliminary 

planning for a later assignment, and some of the Seeing Like Non Humans 

artworks ended up engaging the dioramas. Finally, we also looked at the 

work of Multi-Species Salon, Kathy High, and Sam Easterson and the 

writings of Peter Wohlleben’s in “The Hidden Life of Trees: What They Feel, 

How They Communicate.” 





Kenzie Given
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Jaidy Lopez Batista’s
work on the visual life 
of diorama animals



Diorama Takeover
24

After our ield trip to meet Jennifer Sontchi (Senior Director of Exhibits and 
Public Spaces) at the Academy of Natural Sciences of Drexel University, 

which is next door to Moore, our class worked with the ofice of Advancement 
at Moore to raise some funds from sympathetic donors to develop a 

“Diorama Takeover” at the Academy. The class decided to focus on a set of 

5 Pennsylvania dioramas as a way to draw some attention on the bio-region 

that we all share with one another by living in Philadelphia. The students 

did research on each animal in the dioramas, which included beavers, 

chipmunk, ferret, mongoose, otter, black bears, white-tailed deer, racoon, 

turtles, tortoise, rabbit, grey squirrel bobcat, pheasant, bluejay, opossum, 

striped skunks, and a sparrow. 

This was intended to be a group assignment and there was a lot of 

discussion about how the class project could highlight that “There is more 

to see here” through visually annotating lesser-known ecological beneits 
that the animals in the diorama contribute. This would happen on the glass 

in front of the diorama, a gesture inspired by the artwork of indigenous artist 

Wendy Red Star. 

After moving online due to the COVID-19 pandemic, our collaboration with 

the Academy of Natural Sciences changed from a group assignment to an 

individual assignment, though some students teamed up. Since the students 

were no longer working with the constraint of a collaborative project they 

expanded their work into other formats. 





  Eden Sakal 

Diorama Takeover 

 Bobcats are naturally reclusive creatures. Even though there are thousands of them 

living in Pennsylvania, most people living here will never get the opportunity to see one. They 

are nocturnal and hunt in a very stealthy nature. It’s a little odd yet interesting how easily we are 

able to see them at the Academy, when normally it would be near impossible to spot one 

without looking.  

Inspired by this, the installation would obscure most of the glass in front of the bobcat. 

The rocks, logs, and sticks covering the glass would be a combination of drawing or painting on 

the glass, and actual branches. These would provide a more realistic look at a bobcat sighting, 

as the person viewing the display would also be hidden from the bobcat. Or, the viewer may get 

a chance to know what it feels like too be a bobcat, sneakily looking around to find the creatures 

in the display. This could add a layer of interactivity to the display as well, as people really need 

to move around and search for all of the animals and wildlife showcased. To help kids also view 

and interact with it, there could be a small stepstool available in front of it. The installation could 

encourage people to take a longer look at the exhibit, to find all of the animals hidden within, 

along with teaching them ore about what it’s really like to be and see a wild bobcat. 



Shannon Ferrari 

 

 
 

“Design-A-Dam, Beaver Style”  
Diorama Takeover 

 
For the Diorama Takeover at The Academy of Natural Sciences of Drexel, I 

planned to “takeover” the “Design-A-Dam, Beaver Style” to highlight the 
misconception of beavers as pests. Beavers are often considered “pests” 

because of their negative impact on buildings and infrastructures. However, 
beavers are known as the “ecological communicators” for biologists to 

understand the health of a wetland. Beavers impact entire ecosystems and 
without them, entire ecosystems would collapse. With this project, I want to pose 

the question of “who’s the real pest” to encourage viewers to question their 
relationship with beavers. Although they seem insignificant, beavers are 

incredibly important in maintaining healthy, happy ecosystems. 



Planetwalker

Map of lags on parkway from the 
website of Parkway Council Foundation

parkwaymuseumsdistrictphiladelphia.org

(Accessed June 2020)
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This week’s assignment was to create a proposal for a temporary public art 

work, performance, curated walking tour, etc that will connect an ecological 

theme to at least one of the nations represented by the lags just outside 
Moore’s front doors on Benjamin Franklin Parkway. This project also had 

to be adapted signiicantly as the students were spread throughout the 
region and could not physically visit the parkway to pick their lags. As a 
result, the instructor compiled a listing of the lags and students signed up 
for the ones they wanted to make a project around and then the instructor 

went to photograph the lag poles so that the speciicity of context could 
be considered - a key concern in any ecological artwork. Further readings 

given for this assignment, which inspired the format included the book 

“Planetwalker” by John Francis and the essays  “Critical Day Trips: Tourism 

and Land-Based Practice” by Sarah Kanouse (from “Critical Landscapes: Art, 

Space, Politics” ed. Scott/Swenson, University of California Press, 2015) and 

“Infrastructural Tourism” by Shannon Mattern (Places Journal, 2013)
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Planet Walker 
Egypt 

Leeanna Izquierdo 
 

I propose that we paint the trash 
cans around the parkway due to 
the lack of conservations and 
environmental activism in Egypt. 
Egypt is most known for their 
fragile ecosystem, The red sea 
coral reef, the wetlands bordering 
the Nile freshwaters, the bitter 
lakes, and the coastal lagoons, but 
when we have the most expensive 
restaurants with groups of people 
throwing out their trash 
nonchalantly into the Nile you 
start to think a place like Egypt 
that is already struggling when it 
comes to water shortages, 
extinctions of species and 
environmental pollution and let’s 
not forget one of the “Delta 
regions” are at a possible flood 
that will submerge everything 
under water due to risk sea levels 
from a result of global warming. 
That people will clean up after 
themselves and think of all the devastating impacts that this could lead to and much more than 
that from carbon emissions, offshore oil rigs and tourism having a big impact on the Red Sea's 
marine life and coral reefs 
 
Environmentalist and founders of Eco options Egypt even goes on to say that it’s difficult to 
move forward with an environmental movement when most people in the region don’t care for 
their public domain compared to their homes and they are often ridiculed or made fun of for 
wanting a change in their environment, especially from the media who just ignore what's 
happening. 





TThhee  PPooiissoonn  WWee  BBrreeaatthh  
Jaidy Lopez Batista 

 

According to the World Health Organization Air pollution kills around seven 

million people every year in the world. Air pollution is a serios issue in the world, 

but specially in South Korea, one of the countries with worst air quality where 

thousands of people die every year because respiratory problems. Sometimes 

the air quality is so bad that the sky turns dark because of the dust particles in 

the air, and the residents must stay home or wear mask to breath as litter of the 

poisonous dust particles in the air as possible. 

 

The South Korean Government is 

currently working to improve the 

situation, but some claim that some 

of the pollution in the air comes from 

outside the country. Whether this is 

true or not is not yet clear, but one 

thing is for sure, the air that we need 

to live is becoming the poison that is 

slowly killing us. 

My plan is to print 3’’x4’’ photos of the 

situation in South Korea and attached 

then to the post. And if I can find a 

gas mask I would like to wear it and 

give small pamphlets to passersby 

with information about that air quality 

of the U.S. and other countries, the 

reasons of air pollution, the 

consequences of air pollution and 

what we can do to make it better. 

32





Op-Eds: 

The Green New Deal & 

Covid19

34

This assignment’s focus on the Green New Deal allowed us to look back 

to the irst day of class when we watched the video “A Message From The 
Future” (by Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and Naomi Klein and illustrated by 

Molly Crabapple, The Intercept, 2019). While all assignments underwent 

some adaptation in form, the assignment to write an “op-ed” article about 

the Green New Deal was adapted to consider how the impact of Covid19 

might be considered through the lens of the Green New Deal, especially with 

regard to economic recovery and linking the immediate public health crisis 

with the ongoing crisis of climate change. 



Op-Eds from April 19th, 2020

Aly Cattlett 

COVID-19 has shown us how quickly the world 
can change habits and ways of living in the 
midst of a crisis. Not only are we living through 
a pandemic but there is also a climate crisis. 
The response to coronavirus has caused a rapid 
decrease in CO2 and nitrogen dioxide emissions, 
as well as general pollution due to travel 
restrictions and shutdowns. There have been 
visible results from this - dolphins in Italy’s canals, 
and clear skies in epicenters of air pollution 
like in Wuhan (where the virus originated), and 
New Dehli. The response to coronavirus and 
the effects of it can show us how to ight climate 
change, and what is possible, and highlight the 
problems we need to solve while doing it. 
Coronavirus is easy to understand, with the 
cause being a virus that is spread by coming into 
contact with someone with the virus or something 
someone with the virus has touched and then 
touching your face. The effect is getting the virus 
and the symptoms associated with it, which will 
make you ill and could cause death. There are 
clear preventative measures - avoiding social 
gatherings, social distancing, quarantining, self-
isolation, washing hands thoroughly and often, 
wearing gloves and facemasks, and sanitizing 
items that may have been touched by others. A 
lot of the responsibility for decreasing the spread 
of coronavirus is put on individuals, although 
worldwide, governments have been making 
mandatory shelter in place orders and closing 
non-essential businesses, plus institutions and 
workplaces that can have moved online. 

The direct and immediate link between cause 
and effect has mobilized the world to work to 
reduce the damage from coronavirus. We have 
yet to see this kind of mobilization of this scale 
to ight climate change. How is the climate 
change crisis not being taken seriously when 
air pollution causes over seven million deaths 
annually, and water pollution causes almost 2 
million deaths per year? Pollution is something 
that is not only killing people but adding to 

climate change, and killing our planet. There are 
hundreds of thousands of deaths each year from 
extreme weather or natural disasters, which are 
ampliied by global warming. There are direct 
and indirect consequences and deaths caused 
by climate change, but it is harder for people 
to conceptualize than a dangerous virus. This 
tangled and messy link between the effect of 
climate change on individuals makes it less 
concerning than a crisis that short-term and easily 
understood - like COVID-19. 

Kenzie Given 

Climate change is a slow and building issue that 
is riddled with political inluences like Exxon, 
which have incentives to keep things the way 
they are, and the power and money to do so. 
The United States has such distinct and divided 
political parties that keep change from happening, 
with strong and differing opinions on whether to 
even be worried about climate change and how 
to go about ighting environmental issues. There 
are many concerns about moving towards clean 
energy and enforcing policies that address global 
warming, such as an associated recession when 
implementing policies that will move towards 
clean energy. One of the biggest concerns is 
that the Green New Deal might cause economic 
issues such as an increase in the cost of energy 
because fossil fuels are more affordable, as well 
as the cost of the transition to clean energy from 
shutting down fossil fuel plants. 

The polarization of the government and U.S. 
citizens has a direct effect on its inability to 
decide a course of action for issues like climate 
change, and these issues highlight social 
inequality. Coronavirus and climate change 
disproportionately affect the lower class. As 
someone who grew up in low-income housing, 
with food stamps, and social security and has 
relied on Medicaid and food banks I have 
personally been through what it is like to live as 
a lower-class family. Coronavirus has caused 
unemployment to skyrocket, people are not able 
to afford basic necessities, and testing has been 
more accessible to those in the upper-class or 



with social inluence. In resolving and responding 
to these issues, changes to social infrastructure 

are needed to assist those who have fewer 

resources in adjusting to crises and disruptions to 

the economy. 

The response to coronavirus has caused a 

global recession. Coronavirus has shown us 

the connection between emission rates and the 

economy - economic activity produces pollution 

through factories and business travel. When 

politicians talk about the Green New Deal, 

they say that it is impossible, but the shift that 

the world has made during this pandemic has 

proved otherwise. We have seen clear ways to 

reduce emissions through coronavirus, like video 

meetings, less travel, and factory shutdowns, 

and if policymakers are able to encourage these 

changes with a better plan, the world can work to 

combat the environmental issues we will continue 

to face. We need safety nets, social programs, 

and structural change in place to be able to carry 

out the goals highlighted by the Green New Deal. 

We need to gradually change infrastructure, 

invest in clean energy, and stimulus projects that 

ight climate change and create opportunities for 
citizens and help the economy. 

There is no doubt that the coronavirus has been 

devastating for everyone in some way, no matter 

the situation of each person. I think that this 

has also been a time of deep soul searching for 

people who are lucky enough to have ‘disposable’ 

income, and a period to about what we truly need 

as consumers. 

Shutdowns have happened all over the world in 

an attempt to latten the curve of the pandemic, 
and because of this fossil fuel emissions have 

drastically reduced. This is happening to the point 

where countries such as China are seeing visibly 

clearer skies and feeling the effects of better 

air quality. A New York Times article by Meehan 

Crist from Columbia University states that “[i]n 

China, measures to contain the virus in February 

alone caused a drop in carbon emissions of an 

estimated 25 percent.” Considering the impact 

that China’s emissions usually have on the 

environment, this is huge. 

I feel it’s important to note that these drastic 

reductions in CO2 emissions are not simply from 

people staying at home, and if we want to keep 

seeing reductions like this we must radically 

change the way we think about what is essential 

to our happiness. This can be implemented 

through reducing your travel (especially by 

plane), shopping locally for as much as you 

possibly can, and even cooking at home more 

often! I am seeing a lot of online brands posting 

about shipping problems, which is deinitely due 
to Tr*mp refusing to bail out the Postal Service 

but that’s sadly to be expected. However it’s also 

drawing attention to just how much people are 

buying online that they could easily get more 

locally and sustainably. 

An aspect of consumerism that is being 

particularly challenged is the idea of travel and 

whether or not it’s more reasonable to have 

internet conference calls instead of lying across 
the country to business headquarters, even after 

stay-at-home orders are lifted. I have always 

rolled my eyes at people who seem to always 

be lying somewhere for something ‘important’- 
do businessmen really have to be at all those 

international meetings in person? Side note: I 

hope all the shallow celebrities have taken this 

time to wander their huge, empty mansions and 

realize that they don’t have to go all the way to 

Bali every time they want to get in touch with 

themselves... 

The all-encompassing aspect of this virus that 

I believe affects every sub-section of tension 

that’s happening is the economic problem that 

especially America is facing. I believe that 

it’s exposing all the cracks and laws in the 
system that is advertised as the United States 

Government. I truly do not know much about 

how exactly the economy is hurting besides 

small businesses being kicked in the ass, but I 

deinitely should start researching more; because 
now more than ever I have little to no faith in our 

government, and it’s honestly the scariest part of 

the entire pandemic. 



Above all I hope that the fact that we have the 
power to reduce emissions almost immediately 
is recognized by everyone, especially politicians. 
Also, we have the power to continue this trend 
and implement some ‘quarantine’ living into our 
lives going forward. The Green New Deal isn’t as 
radical and impossible as people like to say! This 
pandemic has shown us just that. 

Shannon Ferrari 

The current outbreak of COVID-19 that is 
sweeping the world leaves millions in a standstill 
as the uncertainty that the virus brings continues 
to affect individuals’ everyday lives. The 
unpredictability of COVID-19 has left many to 
stay indoors under an inforced stay-in-shelter 
order to keep appropriate distance to prevent 
the spread of the virus. However, these inforced 
stay-in-shelter orders have allowed nature 
to reclaim itself. Large cities are noticing the 
decline of smog and the clearing of water. While 
COVID-19 brings a standstill to economic growth, 
the environment is reviving like never before. The 
situation continues to grow and is uncertain when 
it will end, but the decline in human movement 
is proving the impact of human life on the 
environment. 

The Green New Deal entails stopping the 
emission of greenhouse gases while also target 
the growing economic inequality throughout 
the world. So what does this have to do with 
COVID-19? In America, businesses are being 
forced to close and millions are losing their jobs in 
order to maintain proper social distancing. Now, 
many households are struggling to gain inancial 
support from the government. COVID-19 has 
revealed the instability of our economy and the 
insuficient support from our government. The 
Green New Deal saw this insuficient support long 
before. 

Under the current Trump administration, 
President Donald Trump plans to remove the 
United States from the Paris Deal to revive the 
jobs of America. His act and the government’s 

inability to accept the Green New Deal has 
proven the priority of our current system is to ill 
the pockets of the millionaires and billionaires 
who control America. This same problem is 
incredibly apparent during the COVID-19 
outbreak. Now that millions are left unemployed, 
the government is left twiddling their thumbs as 
their main labor force is unable to make money. 
When these unemployed millions ask for help, 
the American government can only shrug and 
suggest to wear a mask. 

How can we accept this? The answer is we 
cannot. The Green New Deal is meant to save 
us as a society and save the world we live on, 
but the Green New Deal cannot make money for 
the millionaires and billionaires of America just 
like COVID-19 has stopped the exploitation of 
the labor force to continue feeding money into 
the pockets of our government oficials. This 
current situation is dire, but we as a society must 
come together and rise above. We must demand 
our skies stay clean and our waters stay clear. 
We must demand our safety and our economic 
support. We must no longer be walked over by a 
bunch of bumbling baffoons who don’t care about 
us. 

Victoria Schoellhammer 

The Green New Deal encompasses a large 
outline of proposals to try and cut down on carbon 
emissions by the year 2030. These proposals 
include access to healthcare, higher-paying 
jobs, and cleaner energy. One such proposal 
that is particularly interesting in current news, 
however, is free access to higher education. As 
COVID-19 is breaking out across the world, one 
of the irst actions taken in the United States was 
to send college students home, so that they may 
conduct their learning off-campus. Following this, 
many students are now facing a series of issues 
regarding the costs of college; issues that could 
be relieved if education were more affordable. 

One such example of this inancial struggle 
has hit particularly close-to-home. My own 
brother, Richard, is currently a super-senior at 



his university, and anticipated to graduate this 

semester. The implication here is that he will 

be expected to start paying off his loans in the 

coming Fall. He had a job, and a rough plan in the 

works to get the loans paid off over the course of 

ten to ifteen years. His plan included living inside 
of his truck for the irst few years, then buying a 
cheap apartment and paying off his loans using 

the income he gets by working with his current 

company. However, due to the virus, he has 

had to ile for unemployment, and is isolated in 
a house near his school campus, along with a 

few other individuals. He will not be receiving a 

stimulus check provided by the government, and 

therefore is going to be living for the next few 

months with very little inancial help. 

Richard is not the only student dealing with this 

sort of struggle. Fellow underclassmen have been 

seeing problems arise in relation to housing as 

well, as those being put on a waitlist scramble 

to ind backup living accomodations, with many 
landlords not accepting tenants, and no job to 

pay for rent. A large majority of these students, 

including myself, will all be denied a stimulus 

check, due to where we fall within this check’s 

policy. The added inancial burden of student 
loans is an added stress that the GND could 

rectify if implemented. My brother could focus on 

paying for essential goods (such as food) while 

other students could use their saved income for 

inding apartments, allowing schools to retain 
more of their current students. 

Many universities are also being demanded 

some sort of refund for housing and tuition costs 

that are not being used while working at home. 

Every university has handled this differently, from 

providing a partitioned refund, to no inancial help 
whatsoever. A proposed free education, if the 

GND had been implemented beforehand, could 

have eliminated a large majority of this problem. 

The most major fees that have become useless 

during this time include (but are not limited to): 

meal plans, room and board, lab costs, and ield 
trips. Depending on the school, this adds up to 

thousands of dollars per-student that will have 

gone to waste, if not refunded. 

With that said, the Green New Deal would beneit 
a large number of individuals during this time. 

Accessible healthcare would help those infected 

be treated, employed adults would be more 

inancially secure, and the economy may have 
been less affected if we had already implemented 

more eficient systems. College students in 
particular, however, would be able to get through 

the pandemic without the added inancial stress 
of post-college loan payments, housing, and 

wasted money. 

Leeanna Izquierdo

 

Everyone in the US and in other countries were 

struck with this pandemic, due to a late response 

on the pandemic that could of been avoided 

from the start of last year with a push on a 

vaccine for this Covid virus and just completely 

shutting down our airports so no one can get in 

or out, we are just left with having to stay safe 

by being inside our homes for weeks and maybe 

even months, but this is rambling a bunch of 

problems for Americans who are having to ile 
for unemployment, up to twenty-six million now, 

people are struggling to afford for their housing, 

healthcare, and also food. Life expectancy is 

declining, transportations, and education. 

Since these drastic events there are many 

businesses shutting down, some still being open 

for essential workers and people to shop for 

groceries, there are currently 2.7 billion people 

worldwide affected by coronavirus lockdowns. 

This could mean they’re under stay-at-home 

orders, curfews or other restrictions limiting their 

travel and 1.6 billion kids worldwide who are 

impacted by school closures, across the globe 

have turned to remote lessons during the time of 

coronavirus. Online learning has allowed children 

to keep up their education from home, but 

some aren’t able to continue due to no access to 

technology or the internet this could lead to 

students falling behind. 

But at the beginning of last year there was talk 

between the federal government and creating 

a Green New deal with continuing with a goal 



for a resolution for most of the events that are 
affecting, children, college/highschool students, 
and adults from high wage jobs for everyone, 
“providing resources, training, and high-quality 
education, including higher education, to all 
people of the United States, which will also 
mainly focus on the frontline of the vulnerable 
communities, “so that all people of the United 
States may be full and equal participants in the 
Green New Deal mobilization,” (1) promoting 
justice and equality, but as of right now the Green 
New Deal is still undeveloped, but still able to lay 
out their set of goals for the future. 

As of right now there are many bills being passed 
as well for people of need of support in these 
dire times, such as a two trillion coronavirus 
relief package that was actually recently passed, 
being the “largest relief package in American 
history”. Allowing to help many programs, as 
in direct payments to americans, unemployed 
americans, large and small businesses and even 
greater funding for the healthcare industry (2). 
And amongst that a 1,200 dollars for adults, for 
parents they also can get a check for 500 for 
helping provide for their children, an extended 
four month “full pay” for people who were laid 
off, this will also be provided for people who are 
still having to work as well. It’s not surprising that 
such a crisis has the federal government moving 
at a faster pace in some situations, especially 
when it comes to money. 

Izquierdo footnotes

1 Ocasio-Cortez, Alexandria. “Text - H.Res.109 
- 116th Congress (2019-2020): Recognizing 
the Duty of the Federal Government to Create 
a Green New Deal.” Congress.gov, February 
12, 2019. https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-
congress/house-resolution/109/text.

2 Davis, Susan, Claudia Grisales, and Kelsey 
Snell. “Senate Passes $2 Trillion Coronavirus 
Relief Package.” NPR. NPR, March 25, 2020. 
https://www.npr.org/2020/03/25/818881845/
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Recalling our earlier readings (Emily Eliza Scott) and discussion (Josh 

MacPhee/Justseeds) on visualizing climate change, the April 20th 

assignment was to create a visualization either for Climate Strike, 

Pennsylvania Presidential Primary (on intersection with ecology themes), 

or to represent the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. These 

could be created in the Field Guide format or in a square format of 8”x8” 

which could be used on instagram. In the end because of demonstrations 

being moved online, elections being postponed - the majority of students 

found it most appealing to illustrate the UN Sustainable Development Goals, 

which include:

1) No Poverty

2) Zero Hunger

3) Good Health and Well-being

4) Quality Education

5) Gender Equality

6) Clean Water and Sanitation

7) Affordable and Clean Energy

8) Decent Work and Economic Growth

9) Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure

10) Reducing Inequality

11) Sustainable Cities and Communities

12) Responsible Consumption and Production

13) Climate Action

14) Life Below Water

15) Life On Land

16) Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions

17) Partnerships for the Goals
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Looking forward, one take-away from the Beyond Green class experience 

is that this kind of course probably needs to be infused in school-wide 

curriculum instead of being a conversation that is opted-into through 

enrolling in an elective. But for now, the Beyond Green students are agents 

of change in the conversation at Moore and moving forward into their lives 

and practices outside of the school.  

The semester ended with “Next Steps” assignment where students apply to 

a real-world program that might allow them to further develop their thinking, 

or to take experience from the class and apply it to a hypothetical or real 

application that will further their artistic research in the intersection of art/

design and ecology. They picked an exciting range of places to apply to: A 

Studio in the Woods Residency in New Orleans, The “Biggie Shortie” RAIR 

(Recycled Artist in Residency) in Philadelphia, Bamboo Curtain Studio in 

Taiwan, the Healthy Materials Lab Contest from Parsons in New York City, 

the Labverde Art Immersion Program in the Brazilian Amazon. There is no 

doubt that in the future these students will realize these kinds of opportunities 

and transform their communities with impactful ecological art. 



Acknowledgements

This Field Guide was created by Alyson Cattlett, Kyleigh Cooper, 
Shannon Ferrari, Sophia Gerbracht, Mckenzie Given, Leeanna 
Izquierdo, Jaidy Lopez Batista, J Eden Sakal, Lily Scharff, Victoria 
Schoellhammer, and Cam Schraner. Daniel Tucker was the 
Beyond Green instructor and Field Guide editorial/design helper. 

Thank you to our supporters from Moore College of Art & Design: 
Cecelia Fitzgibbon, Patti Phillips, Liz Cahill, Laura Kochman, 
Natalie Poirier, Joanna Jenkins, Nicole Steinberg, Mellany 
Armstrong, Rob Goodman, Stephen Wood, Ashley York, Damary 
Beltran, Vince Altimari, and Brian (the bus driver). 

Thank you to the donors who supported this class: Jillian Buhl ‘86, 
Pattie A. Smith ‘83, Suzanne Bowman Kopko ‘93, Kathy Bush ‘75, 
Gretchen Marshall Wheaton ‘70, Dr. Marcia Taylor ‘70, Rochelle 
F. Levy ‘79, Rebecca Banks D’Andrea ‘95, Cathey White ‘96, 
Annemarie Casino ‘08, Kristina Horyn de Faria ‘08, Valerie Lang 
‘14, Laura Volkening, Jadan Horyn, Natalie Poirier, Joseph Orso, 
Ronda Cluff, Laura Kochman, Maya Pindyck, Rachel Filo, and two 
Anonymous donors. Additional funding provided by Fine Arts and 
Culture in the Classroom funds.

Thank you to the Beyond Green class visitors and collaborators 
included: John Heinz National Wildlife Refuge at Tinicum, Group 
X, Patrick Shillenn, Aubrie Costello, Sarah Kavage, the Alliance 
for Watershed Education (Teresa Jaynes), Billy Fleming, Josh 
MacPhee, the University of Pennsylvania materials library 
(Elizabeth Beck and Christal Springer), The Common Press (Mary 
Tasillo), Trash Academy (Shari Hersh, Breyelle Gupton, Ron 
Whyte, Merletta Matthews), and special thanks to the Academy of 
Natural Sciences (Niki Stewart, Jennifer Sontchi, Sigrid Benedetti, 
Lauren Duguid, Joseph Resnick, and Dave Taylor) who worked 
very hard to support us to develop a Diorama Takeover which 
was not able to be realized in person but was still a great learning 
experience. 

Finally, thanks to the people we read and heard: Anuradha 
Mathur, Ernesto Pujol, Robin Wall Kimmerer, Carolyn Merchant, 
Emily Eliza Scott, Macarena Gómez-Barris, Stephanie Smith, 
Cary Wolfe, Mary Heglar, Heather Rogers, Naomi Klein, 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, Molly Crabapple, Lapham’s Quarterly, 
John Francis, Sarah Kanouse, and Shannon Mattern. And thanks 
to a few we had to miss such as Ksenia Nouril at the Print Center, 
and Christina Catanese at The Schuylkill Center for Environmental 
Education. 

(June 2020)



Front cover illustration by Sophia Gerbracht and Back cover illustration by Eden Sakal





Front cover illustration by Sophia Gerbracht and Back cover illustration by Eden SakalFront cover illustration by Sophia Gerbracht and Back cover illustration by Eden Sakal


